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SECRET STATE 306450 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, XO 

SUBJECT: US-SOVIET INDIAN OCEAN TALKS 
REFERENCE: (A) STATE 302525 (B) SINGAPORE 5638, 

(C) SINGAPORE 5648 

1 . SUBSEQUENT TO DISPATCH REFTEL A, SINGAPORE EMBASSY 
FIRST SECRETARY RAM CHANDRA CALLED ON DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 
TO DISCUSS RECENT ROUND OF US-SOVIET INDIAN OCEAN TALKS. 

DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS DREW ON PARAS. 1-5 OF REFTEL A AND 
IN ADDITION MADE FOLLOWING POINTS IN RESPONSE TO CHANDRA'S 
QUESTIONS: 

- - UNDER NO DEFINITION OF THE AREA CURRENTLY UNDER 
DISCUSSION WOULD SINGAPORE BE CONSIDERED A LITTORAL STATE. 

UNDER MOST LIMITED DEFINITION ALL OF STRAIT OF MALACCA 
WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM AREA. THIS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 306450 

TO US AND MAY EVENTUALLY BE AGREED WITH SOVIETS. 

- - AGREEMENT WOULD LIMIT BOTH FORCES AND FACILITIES 
IN THE REGION. WHILE BOTH SIDES AGREE NOT TO CONSTRUCT 
NEW FACILITIES FOR THEIR OWN USE IN THE AREA THERE REMAIN 
DIFFERENCES ON OTHER ASPECTS OF THE ISSUE. 
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- - SOVIETS CONTINUE TO WANT TO TAKE FORCES OF US 

ALLIES AND US FORCES IN ADJACENT AREAS INTO ACCOUNT. 

US DOES NOT ACCEPT SOVIET POSITION. 

2. DEPARTMENT PREFERS THAT EMBASSY LIMIT BRIEFING OF GOS 
OFFICIALS TO PARAS. 1-5 OF REFTEL A PLUS POINTS LISTED 
ABOVE. WHILE WE RECOGNIZE GOS INTEREST IN ISSUE, WE 
ARE ATTEMPTING TO LIMIT DETAILED DISCUSSIONS OF 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US AND SOVIET POSITIONS TO SMALL 
NUMBER OF THIRD STATES. BOTH SIDES HAVE AGREED TO KEEP 
TALKS CONFIDENTIAL AND US WISHES TO MINIMIZE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SOVIETS TO CHALLENGE US ACTIONS. 

3. FYI: DURING MEETING CHANDRA STRESSED THAT GOS 
WOULD NOT FAVOR COMPLETE US WITHDRAWAL FROM THE AREA 
EVEN IF ACCOMPANIED BY SIMILAR SOVIET PULLOUT. 

DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS REPLIED THAT WE ARE CURRENTLY 
SEEKING STABILIZATION OF US AND SOVIET PRESENCE WHICH 
WOULD PREVENT DEVELOPMENT OF ARMS RACE IN THE AREA. VANCE 
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